
Problem Solving Guidelines
• New problems will be assigned on Wednesdays or Thursdays and will be 

due the following Tuesday.
• Problem Solving composition books should only be used for your problem 

solving assignment.
• You don’t have to solve the problems in order, but you must number them.  

For example, if you do problem #3 first, label it #3 in your notebook.
• You need to show all the work you did to find the answer.  This means that 

any work you did – whether it was correct or not – should be there for me 
to look at.  Don’t erase stuff that didn’t work, because I want to see that, 
too!  

• In the front of this composition book you will have a list of problem 
solving strategies.  On the top line of each answer, you should have a place 
to write your answer AND list the number that corresponds to the strategy 
(or strategies) you used.  During the first week I will show you how this 
should be done.  

• If you only write the answer and don’t show me how you got your answer, 
you will not get credit for that problem.  If you figured out the answer in 
your head, write down something that lets me know what you did, then 
give the answer.  

• For one question each week, you’ll be asked to write (in words) your 
strategy for solving the problem.  You might think it’s strange to write in 
math class, but it helps you think about what you’re thinking!

• It is okay to work together with a friend, or to get some help from a parent 
or teacher.  (That does not mean the person does the work and you copy it!)

• After your work has been checked, I expect you to correct your mistakes.  
Five points will be deducted for each problem that you have to correct (for 
example, if you get one problem wrong and don’t correct it, your grade 
would be 80 -- but if you properly correct that problem, your grade will be 
changed to 95).  Corrections are due with the next week’s problems.  
Corrections completed later than that date will not be graded.  

• If you have work to correct, pay attention to what I’ve written in your 
notebook.  Often I will point out where you went wrong, or make a 
suggestion about what you can do differently.  

• You are smart!  I know you can solve these problems, and I would never 
give you an assignment that’s way too hard for you.  

Please review these guidelines with your parents and sign below:

Student Signature:  _______________________________________

Parent Signature:  ________________________________________
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